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Safety perceptions of women versus men (feelings)

Sometimes feels unsafe in general (%) Sometimes feels unsafe in own Often feels unsafe at night in own
neighbourhood (%) neighbourhood (%)
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Bron: Veiligheidsmonitor CBS, 2023



Safety perceptions of women versus men (behavior)

Doesn’t open frontdoor at night (% often)
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Bron: Veiligheidsmonitor CBS, 2023
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Science versus policies

Rotterdamse week
tegen seksuele
* Numerous studies on gender Straat] nt'l m]dat'le

differences in safety
perceptions

In the NL: policies do not take

these differences into account
(exception: sexual street 4 »
harassment)




Central question in our research

What do girls need in order to feel welcome and safe in outdoor
spaces?

(part of answer to this question lies in the way outdoor spaces are
designed and furnished)
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- Focus on experiences
- Participatory
- Design-oriented

Krista Schram, Wenda Doff, Tamar Fischer,
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e Literature review

e Street interviews
e Podcast
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Girls” use of public spaces differs from boys i dart et atom andisitio

much. There’s just so much
movement in the street

and | like being a part of it
instead of just watching it./

* More because they have to, less because they want to

 Girls prefer public / private spaces (f.e. shopping areas)

* Walking around rather than hanging out

Pilehchian, Y., et al. (2023). Urban Minded: How can the design of
urban spaces contribute to the mental well-being of teenage girls?



Importance of:

Shopping areas
Public transport hubs

(walking) routes
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Safety perceptions

Negative experiences (sexual street
harassment)

‘Safety work’

Need for informal rather than formal control
signals
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Use of public spaces is limited by perceptions of unsafety
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* Need for freedom (of
movement) and privacy
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Use of public spaces is limited by percptns f unsafety
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* The importance of details (f.e.

L WOMEN'’S DESIGN SERVICE
public toilet)

* Being seen and unseen
(prospect refuge, edge effect)

Image: Women's Design Service
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Redesign bus station Zuidplein

19




rasmus
University
Rotterdam




* Don’t focus on location only;
take (access) routes into account
* Be aware of relevant situational differences

(f.e. day and nighttime) /0R
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* Use multiple research methods to understand
experiences
* Be careful with interpretation of findings (f.e.

expressed fear of darkness) > go back to literature
* Show (don’t tell) what public spaces could be like zUIn ..
s 1
. ) |

Krista Schram, Wenda Doff, Tamar Fischer,
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